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BRINGING CATHOLIC VALUES TO LIFE

Home Office: 355 Shuman Blvd., Naperville, IL 60563

Life Insurance & 
Retirement

Income Planning
TOM A. KAELIN, FICF, RICP®
859-261-1365  |  PARISHONER

Dr. Kevin Wall
340 Fairfield Avenue, Bellevue KY • 859-291-7621
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St. Catherine of Siena Church St. Catherine of Siena Church • • FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKYFORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY
C. Thomas Martin

1803 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, KY 41075

859-441-1352
church@stcky.org

www.stcky.org

Pastor Rev. Stef Bankemper  
sbankemper@stcky.org

Deacon Barry Henry 
bhenry@stcky.org

CRE – John David Kimes 
jdkimes@stcky.org

Masses for Sunday:  
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.; Sunday: 10:00 a.m.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m.-6:45 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Tuesday: *5:30-6:30 p.m.(*verify schedule in bulletin under “This Week”) 

Saturday: Following the 8:00 a.m. Mass; Anytime by Appointment.

Marriage:  
One member of the couple must be a  

registered parishioner of St. Catherine Parish.  
Call Parish Office at least six months prior to setting a wedding date.

Parish Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. – Closed Friday

Communion to the Sick: Call Parish Office.

New Parishioners:  
Please call the Parish Office.  

Notification when leaving the parish is appreciated.

Bulletin Deadline:  
Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. Drop off copy at parish or send via e-mail.

Baptism: Baptism is a joyful event “by which men and women are freed from their sins... are configured to Christ by an indelible character, and are 
incorporated into the Church.” (Canon 849 of the Code of Canon Law). People can be baptized as adults or infants. The preparation for adult baptism takes 
place in the process of the catechumenate, commonly known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. Any adult desiring baptism may call the office 
to begin this process. Preparation for infant baptism happens in baptism classes, generally held on the fourth Thursday evening of each month in the Parish 
Office. No child will be baptized at St. Catherine unless both parents have attended one of these classes in the last five years. Baptism of adults generally takes 
place on Holy Saturday night, while baptism of infants can take place on any Sunday. Since baptism “incorporates one into the Church,” it is appropriate that the 
infant be baptized during a Sunday liturgy when the local Church is gathered. There are legitimate reasons for not wanting to have the baptism during a Sunday 
liturgy; in those cases, baptisms may be scheduled for a Sunday at 1:00 p.m.

www.stelizabeth.com
Covington • Edgewood • Florence

Ft. Thomas • Falmouth • Grant

FT. THOMAS 
FLORIST
Flowers For 

All Occasions
441-8049

261-8269

Cleaners
SHIRT

LAUNDERERS

261-9745

 A.C. Dobbling Muehlenkamp-Erschell
 Funeral Homes Funeral Homes
 Bellevue Ft. Thomas Alexandria Ft. Thomas Newport

 491-4500 441-1730 635-9590 441-5500 261-8093
Our families serving your families for generations.

Specializing in complete  
Kitchen & Bath RemodelS

• License #5236
1813 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue,  

Ft. Thomas, KY 41075441-1890

SCHWEITZER 
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE

MARK G. SCHWEITZER
20 N. Grand Ave., Ste. 12
Fort Thomas, KY 41075

859-441-8800

Highland Heights
199 M.L. Collins Blvd.

Sunday Only Special 
with Coupon

Buy 1 3-Way get 1 3-Way free w/Pepsi purchase
Highland Heights location ONLY

5 CHARLIN DRIVE, 
WILDER, KY 41076

859-781-2260

THE IMBUS 
ROOFING 
CO., INC.Imbus

859.491.5556     www.fourthst.com

602 Taylor Ave • 491-8926
www.piccolaconstruction.com
info@piccolaconstruction.com

Bob Piccola
CGR

O’CONNOR
DENTAL CARE

Emily K. O’Connor-Schwegman, D.M.D.
Patrick D. O’Connor, D.M.D.
40 N. Grand Ave. • Ste. 206

(859) 441-0033 • www.oconnorsmiles.com

859-757-4812

CREATING SATISFACTION SINCE 1932

Specializing in Refurbished High End Watches, New and Used Estate Jewelry, 
and A Large Selection of GIA Certified Diamonds.

859-261-3636
319 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, KY

Steve Pangallo
Owner

2410 Alexandria Pike Southgate, KY 41071
p 859-441-5001   c 859-512-8800

BRAKES      TIRES & SERVICE      OIL CHANGES

Insurance Services of Northern Kentucky
Beckmeyer-Woltermann-Koch

400 Licking Pike, Wilder, KY 41071

LIFE • HOME • CAR • BUSINESS

859-431-2000
859-781-4446

www.isonky.com

Newport Tax Service
Complete Income Tax Service

& Bookkeeping
859-431-4050

815 Monmouth St., Newport
Marilyn Buescher • Joe Stadmiller

MARK METZNER
ELECTRIC, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

(859) 394-5600
Electrical License #CE 16189 Heating & Air Conditioning HMO3482

859-441-7161

ARC ELECTRIC
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

24 Hour Emergency Service
Service all makes and models

Since 1953
#MO 2125 – CE 17369INSTALL CONFIDENCE 

The Carris-Schwalbach
Group

859-426-4265
300 Buttermilk Pike, 
Ste. 320
Fort Mitchell, KY 41075

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, 
Fenner & Smith Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of Bank 
of America Corp. © 2012 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
AD-02-12-1077                 ARL3J3A0-05-11                Code 444608PM-0312

STEGMAN 
LANDSCAPE & TREE

• WALLS • DRAINAGE
• PATIOS • DRIVEWAYS

859-393-3716
Excellence Since 1979

Timothy C. Rolf
PRESIDENT

530 Hodge Street 
Newport, KY 41071

859-291-5933 Tel 
859-655-7441 Fax

INNOVATIVE 
SINCE 1895

GROSS INSURANCE
All forms of Insurance

Personal - Commercial - Life
Health - Medicare

859-781-0434
www.gross-ins.com
26 N. Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas KY 41075

Trusted Choice®

Don’t Miss A Moment
Senior Mobility and Wheelchair Services

859-655-4600 | www.expressmobiletransport.com

Kremer Tree Service
635-9663

Wayne & Tricia Kremer

Tree Removal
Trimming 

Stump Grinding

Parish Membership – Requires an Active Response
Active members of St. Catherine of Siena Parish have registered and provided the Parish Office with the information needed to complete the census forms. 
Active members regularly participate in the Saturday evening or Sunday Liturgy at St. Catherine of Siena Parish. Active members invest themselves in the 
parish by participating in the annual Stewardship Program pledging and contributing time, talent and treasure as God calls them. Active members hold the 
parish in their daily prayers.

Lisa & Kris Knochelmann, Owners

www.cdielectric.com 
Jim Zilliox – jzilliox@cdielectric.com

Mark Zilliox – mazilliox@cdielectric.com

Residential/Industrial/Commercial
859.291.9189

20 North Grand Ave., Suite 200
Fort Thomas, KY 41075

skinesteemllc@yahoo.com 
(859)287-4777

J. DAVID BENDER
Attorney at Law

859-441-1313 • jdbenderlaw.com
Licensed in Kentucky, Indiana & Ohio

St. Thomas Parishioner • jdbender@jdbenderlaw.com

Dr. TJ Kramer  |  859.441.1696  |  info@kramerdentistry.comDr. TJ Kramer  |  859.441.1696  |  info@kramerdentistry.com

Sarah Gutzeit, REALTOR
859-912-5402

sgutzeit@pivotrealty.com

REALTYGROUP

Just over the bridge at 14 N Grand Ave. Ft Thomas 
(859) 957-4082 • PadrinoFtThomas.com 

Bridget Shaefer • 513-400-3823
holisticbeenutrition.com

holisticbeenutrition@gmail.com

Heal your body
NATURALLY through
Nutrition Response Testing!

HOLISTIC  BEE 
N U T R I T I O N  &  W E L L N E S S
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holisticbeenutrition@gmail.com

Heal your body
NATURALLY through
Nutrition Response Testing!

HOLISTIC  BEE 
N U T R I T I O N  &  W E L L N E S S

859.380.1841
Call us for all your HVAC Needs!

and Memorial Gardens

859-356-2151Jillian French

To advertise here, 
call Dee Printing at

1-800-292-9020.
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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA PARISH	 FT. THOMAS, KY

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Tuesday, December 17th 
8:00 a.m. † Jim Weyer

Wednesday, December 18th 
5:30 p.m. † Cliff Perkins

Thursday, December 19th 
8:00 a.m. † Ruth Kern Beck

Friday, December 20th 
8:30 a.m. † Betty Gerrein
Saturday, December 21st 

St. Peter Canisius
8:00 a.m. † Dr. Anthony & Pearl Giglia
4:30 p.m. † Ruth Ann “Tootie” Kemper

Sunday, December 22nd 
4th Sunday of Advent

10:00 a.m. Members of the Parish

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
OF HOLY COMMUNION

December 21st & 22nd  
4:30 p.m. Host: Joliene Garlich

Cup:  Heather Shultz, Lois Roell, Sarah Meisenhelder 
10:00 a.m.  Host:  Karen Little, Peggy Birkenhauer,

Kelly Johnson
Cup:  Caroline Kaelin, Tom Kaelin, Brooke Holbrook,

Nathan Holbrook

LECTORS
December 21st & 22nd

4:30 p.m. Sarah Meisenhelder
10:00 a.m. Chris Capal

SERVER SCHEDULE
December 17th-22nd

 
8:00 a.m. – Tuesday 

Adelise Bozeman, James Josten
5:30 p.m. – Wednesday 

Matteo Schroer, Caroline Holbrook
8:00 a.m. – Thursday 

Ryan Garlich, Ava Hamberg
8:30 a.m. – Friday

Selma Hansbauer, Owen Marx, Josh McSorley
8:00 a.m. –  Saturday

Josh McSorley, Joseph Hicks
4:30 p.m. – Saturday

 Edie Twehues, Wren Twehues, Tim Garlich
10:00 a.m. – Sunday

Grayson Schwalbach, Hayden Schwalbach, Morgan Baldwin

GREETER SCHEDULE
December 21st & 22nd

4:30 p.m.  Barb Venable 
10:00 a.m. George & Megan Josten & Family, Betsy Stegner 

SUNDAY COLLECTION RECAP

	 12/1/2024 	 12/3/2023
Weekly Offering 	 $22,593 	 $25,883
Fiscal YTD Offerings 	 $	314,648
Fiscal YTD Budget 	 $	386,600
Fiscal Annual Budget 2024/25 	 $	950,000
Number of registered families 		  334

Tuition Assistance awarded for 2024/25	 $0
Tuition Assistance donations FYD 	 $331
School Registration for 2024-25 	 106

DPAA 2024	 Goal 	 Pledged	 Over
	 $71,000	 $91,090	 $20,090

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS

Mi 5:1-4a
Heb 10:5-10
Lk 1:39-45

THIS WEEK

TODAY
Jesse Tree Gifts Due

MONDAY
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 3:30 p.m., Atrium

TUESDAY
Mass, 8:00 a.m.  

Exposition, 8:30 a.m.
Confessions, 5:30 p.m. 
Benediction, 6:45 p.m. 

Rosary, 7:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 3:30 p.m., Atrium
Mass, 5:30 p.m. 
THURSDAY

Mass, 8:00 a.m. 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 3:30 p.m., Atrium

Choir, 6:30 p.m., Church
School PTO, 7:30 p.m., LIB

FRIDAY
Mass, 8:30 a.m. 

SATURDAY
Mass, 8:00 a.m.

Confessions immediately following Mass
Mass 4:30 p.m.

NEXT SUNDAY
Christmas Caroling, 5:30 p.m., McCrystal Hall

UPCOMING HOLY DAYS/HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve, December 24th – 4:30 p.m. 
Christmas Day, December 25th – 10:00 a.m.

Solemnity of Mary, Vigil Mass, December 31st – 4:30 p.m.
Solemnity of Mary, January 1st – 10:00 a.m.



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT	 DECEMBER 15, 2024

REFRESHMENTS FOR CAROLING – If you would like to sign 
up to bring refreshments for our pre-caroling social hour on December 
22nd, you can do that by scanning the QR code below.  

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO SPREAD JOY THIS CHRISTMAS?   
You can sign up to be a greeter at one of our Christmas Masses!  It’s 
the perfect opportunity to wish many of your fellow parishioners, 
as well as a good number of visitors, a Merry Christmas.  If you are 
interested in being a Christmas greeter or if you would like to be a 
greeter at the weekly Sunday Masses, please contact the Parish Office.

CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR FR. STEF & DEACON BARRY – We 
will once again be collecting for a group donation Christmas gift for 
Fr. Stef as well as Deacon Barry Henry.  Cash donations or checks are 
both fine, but all checks must be made out to the individual, not St. 
Catherine. Please put cash/check in an envelope marked “Christmas 
gift” and be sure to include your family name as well as for whom 
the gift is intended.  Donations can be turned into the Parish Office 
(can also be put through the mail slot) through December 27th.  If 
you have any questions, contact the Parish Office at 441-1352.

PARISH JESSE TREE PROJECT – If you purchased a gift(s) 
for the Jesse Tree, please be sure to return them by today, Sunday, 
December 15th.   Please note that gifts should NOT be wrapped. 
Thank you to all who have participated in this program.   Your 
generosity is much needed and appreciated.
  
BUSINESS MANAGER OPENING – Our current Business 
Manager, Dennis Hicks, has decided to retire for a second time. 
He will continue in the role until a replacement is on board. We are 
grateful for the work he’s done and for his commitment to ensuring a 
smooth transition. This part-time position (approximately 20 hours) 
reports to the pastor regarding all financial and other business-related 
activities of the parish.  Candidates will have at least a high school 
diploma or equivalent, have previous accounting/bookkeeping/
business experience, preferably in a Catholic parish or school.  Must 
be skilled in current software and online applications, be organized, 
and able to work without direct supervision.  Must pass a background 
check. Candidates need not be Roman Catholic, but must be living a 
life consistent with Catholic values and be supportive of the Catholic 
mission.  Interested candidates should send a resume to Fr. Stef at 
sbankemper@stcky.org.

MISSING A PLATTER OR BOWL? Over the years we have 
accumulated quite the collection of platters and bowls in our bar area 
of McCrystal Hall.  If you provided food for a funeral reception or 
other parish event and think you may have left your platter or bowl 
behind, please stop by the Parish Office and see if we have it! 

WORD OF LIFE  “O St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped 
in a state of slavery; Intercede with God on their behalf so that they 
will be released from their chains of captivity. Those whom man 
enslaves, let God set free.” – USCCB, “Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita”

PARISH WEEKLY RAFFLE WINNER

The winner for the week of December 2nd was Vince Gillen 
The winner for the week of December 9th was 

Nancy Hassman. Congratulations!

If you haven’t purchased your tickets yet, it’s not too late! 
Stop by the Parish Office and get in on the chance to win 

$100.00 a week! 

Doug Powrie, Tom & Mary Ann Ferring, Sherry Milleck, Peter 
Defoe, Kay Grothaus, Ann Basham, Bob Rulli, Cris Bear, Larry 
Beiting, Mary Hoffman, David Garner & Gabby Thomas. Also, 
remember all our parishioners in nursing homes as well as those 
confined to their homes in your prayers.

Please Pray for Our Sick

William Pikar, Luke Norman, Jay Blinn, Michael Beiting, Joe 
Fitzgerald, Brian Clayton, Michael Dunn, Trent Moeves, James 
Taft III, Drew Cecil, Zack Hehman, Adam Kramer, Wolfgang 
Davis, Clint & Sarah Brandt, Mark Marten, Zachary Dunn and 
Fr. Bill Appel.

Please Pray for the Following
Soldiers Serving Our Country

IN OUR PARISH



  JUBILEE 2025

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has announced that 2025 will be a Jubilee Year, something 
which happens every 25 years. This Jubilee Year themed “Pilgrims of Hope” is a time to 
re-establish a proper relationship with God, with one another, and with all of creation.

Opening Mass Of the Jubilee Year
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 • 2:00PM • CATHEDRAL BASILICA
Mass will begin with a procession from St. Mary’s Park (across the street). 

DiOcesan Jubilee celebratiOns
Join the Diocese of Covington for a year filled with hope! Throughout 
the Jubilee Year, the Diocese will offer opportunities for pilgrimage: 
locally, regionally, or internationally. You can also participate in 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy through our ongoing 
“Campaign of Mercy.” Discover your Jubilee path by visiting 
our website: www.covdio.org/jubilee or by scanning the QR code.  

What is a
Jubilee?

In the Catholic Church, the  concept 
of Jubilee or ‘Holy Year’  was used to 
declare special years for forgiveness 
and reconciliation.  Pope Boniface VIII 
declared the first Jubilee on
February 22, 1300.

In ancient Judaism, the Jubilee Year was 
when Mosaic law prescribed that slaves 
could regain their freedom, and that land, 
(of which God is the sole master), should 
be returned to its former owners. 

WhY Make 
a pilgriMage? 

A pilgrimage is a journey with a purpose. 
It is an experience of conversion, of 
transforming one’s very being to conform 
to the holiness of God. A pilgrimage 
during the Jubilee Year 2025 offers a 
unique opportunity for us to deepen 
our Faith, experience God’s grace, and 
embrace the theme of  “Pilgrims of Hope.”

To explore opportunities for pilgrimage 
locally, regionally, or internationally, 
visit covdio.org/jubilee or scan the QR 
code above.

What is the 
 Jubilee lOgO?

The logo shows four stylized figures, 
representing all of humanity, coming 
from the four corners of the earth, 
uniting all peoples. The figure at 
the front is holding onto the cross. 
It is a sign of faith and hope. There 
are rough waves under the figures, 
symbolizing life’s pilgrimage does not 
always go smoothly.  The anchor is well 
known as a symbol of hope.  The cross 
bends down towards humanity, stretching 
out to them to offer the certainty of its 
presence and the security of hope.

SCAN FOR 
MORE INFO

on the Jubilee, Pilgrimages 
and our Diocesan Celebrations



DIOCESE OF COVINGTON
Office of the Bishop
Cathedral Square • 1125 Madison Avenue • Covington, KY 41011-3115

December 2024

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we approach the dawn of the New Year, I am filled with joy and anticipation to an-
nounce the beginning of the Jubilee Year 2025. Jubilee Years, which occur every 25 years, 
offer us a unique opportunity to deepen our faith, renew our commitment to Christ, 
and experience the boundless love and mercy of God. This Jubilee, themed “Pilgrims of 
Hope”, is a time for us to re-establish a proper relationship with God, with one another, 
and with all of Creation.

To mark the beginning of this holy year, I invite all the faithful of our Diocese to join us 
for the Opening Mass of the Jubilee Year at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption 
in Covington on Sunday, December 29th, at 2:00 PM. This Mass will coincide with the 
Feast of the Holy Family, a fitting occasion to begin our spiritual journey together.

As is called for at the beginning of every Jubilee Year, we will begin the Mass with a 
procession led by the Jubilee Cross from St. Mary’s Park (across the street) to the 
Cathedral Basilica. I encourage everyone to dress appropriately for the weather for this 
solemn procession and Mass.

As we embark on this Jubilee Year, let us embrace the spirit of renewal and reconciliation. 
May this be a time of spiritual growth, forgiveness, and hope for all. Discover more about 
the special Jubilee Year and how our Diocese is celebrating at www.covdio.org/jubilee.

Please continue to pray for the Church in Covington and for me. 
Yours in the Joy of the Jubilee Year,

Bishop John Iffert



ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA PARISH	 FT. THOMAS, KY

Sunday, December 15, 2024 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Zep 3:14-18a
Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6
Phil 4:4-7
Lk 3:10-18

Monday, December 16, 2024
Weekday
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a
Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9
Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday, December 17, 2024
Weekday 
Gn 49:2, 8-10
Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17
Mt 1:1-17

Wednesday, December 18, 2024
Weekday 
Jer 23:5-8
Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19
Mt 1:18-25

Thursday, December 19, 2024
Weekday 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a
Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17
Lk 1:5-25

Friday, December 20, 2024
Weekday 
Is 7:10-14
Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6
Lk 1:26-38

Saturday, December 21, 2024
Weekday 
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a
Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21
Lk 1:39-45

Access Daily Readings from  
the New American Bible,  

Revised Edition (NABRE) online at  
https://bible.usccb.org

SAINT PETER CANISIUS
Saint of the Day: December 21
Patron Saint of: Germany
Peter was one of the most important figures in the Catholic Reformation in Germany. 
He played such a key role that he has often been called the “second apostle of 
Germany,” in that his life parallels the earlier work of Boniface.
Although Peter once accused himself of idleness in his youth, he could not have 
been idle too long, for at the age of 19 he received a master’s degree from the 
university at Cologne. Soon afterward he met Peter Faber, the first disciple of 
Ignatius of Loyola, who influenced Peter so much that he joined the recently formed 
Society of Jesus.
After his ordination in 1546, he became widely known for his editions of the writings 
of St. Cyril of Alexandria and St. Leo the Great. Besides this reflective literary bent, 
Peter had a zeal for the apostolate. He could often be found visiting the sick or 
imprisoned, even when his assigned duties in other areas were more than enough 
to keep most people fully occupied.
In 1547, Peter attended several sessions of the Council of Trent, whose decrees he 
was later assigned to implement. After a brief teaching assignment at the Jesuit 
college at Messina, Peter was entrusted with the mission to Germany. He taught 
in several universities and was instrumental in establishing many colleges and 
seminaries. He wrote a catechism that explained the Catholic faith in a way that 
common people could understand – a great need of that age.
Renowned as a popular preacher, Peter packed churches with those eager to hear 
his eloquent proclamation of the Gospel. He had great diplomatic ability, often 
serving as a reconciler between disputing factions. At 70, Peter suffered a paralytic 
seizure, but he continued to preach and write with the aid of a secretary, until his 
death in his hometown of Nijmegen, Netherlands, on December 21, 1597.

Read the full article: “Saint Peter Canisius” Franciscan Media, Franciscan Friars,  
franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-peter-canisius/ (Accessed November 13, 2024).

Third Sunday of Advent December 15, 2024

REFINING THE BLESSED
Reflection on Luke 3:10-18

“His winnowing fan is in his hand to 
clear his threshing floor and gather the 
wheat into his granary, but the chaff he 
will burn in unquenchable fire.”

Let us read this passage, not as a 
contrast between the lost (burned in 
unquenchable fire) and the saved (wheat 
gathered into the barn), but rather as 
understanding the fire as a necessary 
part of the Baptism in Jesus and His 
Spirit that we all must pass through. For 
I have my chaff – my weaknesses, sin 
and temerity, my waste, that must be 
burned away in the fire of Christ’s love 
and mercy. Winnow me away, O Lord; 
let this Baptism of Your Holy Spirit and 
Your fire be for me the refining of the 
blessed!

Then, John’s advice to his questioners 
in this Gospel passage, which is his 
advice to us, becomes the work of 
our Baptism. Our actions become the 
refining fire of Christ in the world, as we 
follow through on what love demands 
of us, doing the difficult work of justice, 
creating peace, making forgiveness 
happen.

– Fr. Jay

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

My strength and  
my courage is  

the LORD, and he has 
been my savior.

Isaiah 12:2
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SMALL FAITH
GROUPS EVENT!
As most of you know, 
St.  Catherine has the 
tradition of hosting small 
faith groups where small 

groups of 4 to 10 or 12 adults read, watch or listen to 
something pertaining to an aspect of our faith, then come 
together for a discussion. These small faith groups offer 
adults an opportunity to form lasting relationships with other 
parishioners, grow and learn about our rich and beautiful 
Catholic faith, and deepen their spiritual life. If you are 
currently in a small faith group, we ask you to prayerfully 
consider whether or not your group has the capacity to invite 
others to join, or whether you are feeling the call to branch 
out and invite others to join a new group. Whether you are 
currently in a small faith group or would just like to find out 
more about them, we ask you to join us at our January 12th 
social to learn more about the next topic and, if needed, find a 
group to join. In the meantime, look around at Mass or during 
school drop-off/pickup for others you could ask to join you. 
You need not be a theologian to facilitate or join a group! The 
intention is to grow and learn together, and hearing God speak 
to you through others is a powerful way to strengthen your 
faith life! Let the Holy Spirit set our hearts on fire within small 
groups as we gather in Faith, Share in Hope and Grow in Love.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR OUR PARISH MISSION!   
Be sure to mark your calendars for the evenings of February 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th for our Parish Mission.  Fr. Kevin Scalf from the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati will be our presenter.  More information about the event 
will follow, but for now, mark those dates and plan to attend! 

END-OF-YEAR GIVING –  If you are over age 701/2 and required 
to take a distribution from your IRA, you can circumvent the tax law 
change and still, in effect, deduct your charitable gifts to St. Catherine 
by giving to St. Catherine directly from your IRA. This gift would 
count as a part of your required distribution, yet would not count as 
income to you, so effectively giving you a deduction you might not 
otherwise get. If this sounds like an option for you, consult your tax 
advisor for a detailed explanation.

ST. BERNARD PANTRY – The pantry is always in need of any 
nonperishable food items, (peanut butter, cereal, pasta and sauce, 
canned soup, beans, etc.) paper products and hygiene items for 
their clients. Additionally, they need clean, plastic bags for food 
distribution purposes to their clients. All donations are gratefully 
accepted and can be dropped off in the box at the Rossford entrance 
or Parish Office. Please be mindful of the Expiration Date or the Best 
Used by Date when considering your donation. If each family donated 
just one food item per month, what a difference we could make!

Sponsor of the Week
J. David Bender | Attorney at Law
859-441-1313 | jdbenderlaw.com

JOIN US FOR
 SHAKEN NOT
 STIRRED... AN
EVENING OF
MYSTERY AND
INTRIGUE!
T h e  e v e n t  w i l l 
be held at the Fort 
Thomas Mess Hall 
on Saturday, January 

25th from 7:00-11:00 p.m. and will take you on a trip down memory 
lane, celebrating 50 years of James Bond, and includes a catered 
buffet dinner, martini-themed bars, live jazz music and top-secret 
games. The major raffle Grand Prize is a vacation package for two. 
This seven-day adventure includes six-nights lodging with visits to 
Bond movie locations including Amsterdam, Rome, and London. Also 
provided are James Bond tours in each city and airfare! Second Prize 
is admission for two to the International Spy Museum in Washington 
DC, along with a $500.00 Marriott Hotels gift card. Third Prize is our 
“Casino Royal Package,” including a poker chip and card set, a poker 
table-top cover, and a martini cocktail service set, along with starter 
supplies. Other separate raffle items will include an assortment of 
bourbons, an assortment of martini spirits, and the full collection of 
James Bond movies on Blu-ray. There will also be a silent auction, 
featuring a variety of gift baskets. We encourage individuals and/
or any parish groups to consider donating baskets/prize packages. 
Contact the Parish Office if you are interested in doing this. Tickets 
for the dinner party are $70.00 per guest and Raffle Tickets are 
$50.00 each. Both can be purchased online on our website or in the 
Parish Office. 

IN OUR DIOCESE

JUBILEE 2025 – Pope Francis has announced that 2025 will be a 
Jubilee Year.  Occurring every 25 years, Jubilee Years are special 
years for forgiveness and reconciliation.  The theme of this jubilee 
is “Pilgrims of Hope.”  The Holy Father has decreed that every 
diocesan bishop is to open the year with a celebration in the diocesan 
cathedral with Holy Mass on Sunday, December 29th.  Bishop Iffert 
will celebrate that Mass at 2:00 p.m. at our Cathedral Basilica of the 
Assumption.

ELSEWHERE

IRENA’S VOW – CATHOLIC CULTURE AT THE ARONOFF! 
Step into the shadows of Nazi-occupied Poland and witness the 
gripping, true story of Irena Gut Opdyke, a young Catholic housemaid 
who risked her life to shelter over a dozen Jews in the home of a 
German officer. Presented by The Angelico Project, this is more than 
theater – it’s a chance to support local Catholic culture and invite 
friends and family to encounter Truth, Goodness, and Beauty! Learn 
more by visiting AngelicoProject.org. Showtimes are Friday, January 
17th at 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, January 18th at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Location: Jarson-Kaplan Theater, Aronoff Center. For tickets, visit 
CincinnatiArts.ORG or call 513-621-2787 (ARTS).
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BRINGING CATHOLIC VALUES TO LIFE

Home Office: 355 Shuman Blvd., Naperville, IL 60563

Life Insurance & 
Retirement

Income Planning
TOM A. KAELIN, FICF, RICP®
859-261-1365  |  PARISHONER

Dr. Kevin Wall
340 Fairfield Avenue, Bellevue KY • 859-291-7621
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St. Catherine of Siena Church St. Catherine of Siena Church • • FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKYFORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY
C. Thomas Martin

1803 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, KY 41075

859-441-1352
church@stcky.org

www.stcky.org

Pastor Rev. Stef Bankemper  
sbankemper@stcky.org

Deacon Barry Henry 
bhenry@stcky.org

CRE – John David Kimes 
jdkimes@stcky.org

Masses for Sunday:  
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.; Sunday: 10:00 a.m.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m.-6:45 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Tuesday: *5:30-6:30 p.m.(*verify schedule in bulletin under “This Week”) 

Saturday: Following the 8:00 a.m. Mass; Anytime by Appointment.

Marriage:  
One member of the couple must be a  

registered parishioner of St. Catherine Parish.  
Call Parish Office at least six months prior to setting a wedding date.

Parish Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. – Closed Friday

Communion to the Sick: Call Parish Office.

New Parishioners:  
Please call the Parish Office.  

Notification when leaving the parish is appreciated.

Bulletin Deadline:  
Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. Drop off copy at parish or send via e-mail.

Baptism: Baptism is a joyful event “by which men and women are freed from their sins... are configured to Christ by an indelible character, and are 
incorporated into the Church.” (Canon 849 of the Code of Canon Law). People can be baptized as adults or infants. The preparation for adult baptism takes 
place in the process of the catechumenate, commonly known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. Any adult desiring baptism may call the office 
to begin this process. Preparation for infant baptism happens in baptism classes, generally held on the fourth Thursday evening of each month in the Parish 
Office. No child will be baptized at St. Catherine unless both parents have attended one of these classes in the last five years. Baptism of adults generally takes 
place on Holy Saturday night, while baptism of infants can take place on any Sunday. Since baptism “incorporates one into the Church,” it is appropriate that the 
infant be baptized during a Sunday liturgy when the local Church is gathered. There are legitimate reasons for not wanting to have the baptism during a Sunday 
liturgy; in those cases, baptisms may be scheduled for a Sunday at 1:00 p.m.

www.stelizabeth.com
Covington • Edgewood • Florence

Ft. Thomas • Falmouth • Grant

FT. THOMAS 
FLORIST
Flowers For 

All Occasions
441-8049

261-8269

Cleaners
SHIRT

LAUNDERERS

261-9745

 A.C. Dobbling Muehlenkamp-Erschell
 Funeral Homes Funeral Homes
 Bellevue Ft. Thomas Alexandria Ft. Thomas Newport

 491-4500 441-1730 635-9590 441-5500 261-8093
Our families serving your families for generations.

Specializing in complete  
Kitchen & Bath RemodelS

• License #5236
1813 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue,  

Ft. Thomas, KY 41075441-1890

SCHWEITZER 
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE

MARK G. SCHWEITZER
20 N. Grand Ave., Ste. 12
Fort Thomas, KY 41075

859-441-8800

Highland Heights
199 M.L. Collins Blvd.

Sunday Only Special 
with Coupon

Buy 1 3-Way get 1 3-Way free w/Pepsi purchase
Highland Heights location ONLY

5 CHARLIN DRIVE, 
WILDER, KY 41076

859-781-2260

THE IMBUS 
ROOFING 
CO., INC.Imbus

859.491.5556     www.fourthst.com

602 Taylor Ave • 491-8926
www.piccolaconstruction.com
info@piccolaconstruction.com

Bob Piccola
CGR

O’CONNOR
DENTAL CARE

Emily K. O’Connor-Schwegman, D.M.D.
Patrick D. O’Connor, D.M.D.
40 N. Grand Ave. • Ste. 206

(859) 441-0033 • www.oconnorsmiles.com

859-757-4812

CREATING SATISFACTION SINCE 1932

Specializing in Refurbished High End Watches, New and Used Estate Jewelry, 
and A Large Selection of GIA Certified Diamonds.

859-261-3636
319 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, KY

Steve Pangallo
Owner

2410 Alexandria Pike Southgate, KY 41071
p 859-441-5001   c 859-512-8800

BRAKES      TIRES & SERVICE      OIL CHANGES

Insurance Services of Northern Kentucky
Beckmeyer-Woltermann-Koch

400 Licking Pike, Wilder, KY 41071

LIFE • HOME • CAR • BUSINESS

859-431-2000
859-781-4446

www.isonky.com

Newport Tax Service
Complete Income Tax Service

& Bookkeeping
859-431-4050

815 Monmouth St., Newport
Marilyn Buescher • Joe Stadmiller

MARK METZNER
ELECTRIC, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

(859) 394-5600
Electrical License #CE 16189 Heating & Air Conditioning HMO3482

859-441-7161

ARC ELECTRIC
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

24 Hour Emergency Service
Service all makes and models

Since 1953
#MO 2125 – CE 17369INSTALL CONFIDENCE 

The Carris-Schwalbach
Group

859-426-4265
300 Buttermilk Pike, 
Ste. 320
Fort Mitchell, KY 41075

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, 
Fenner & Smith Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of Bank 
of America Corp. © 2012 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
AD-02-12-1077                 ARL3J3A0-05-11                Code 444608PM-0312

STEGMAN 
LANDSCAPE & TREE

• WALLS • DRAINAGE
• PATIOS • DRIVEWAYS

859-393-3716
Excellence Since 1979

Timothy C. Rolf
PRESIDENT

530 Hodge Street 
Newport, KY 41071

859-291-5933 Tel 
859-655-7441 Fax

INNOVATIVE 
SINCE 1895

GROSS INSURANCE
All forms of Insurance

Personal - Commercial - Life
Health - Medicare

859-781-0434
www.gross-ins.com
26 N. Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas KY 41075

Trusted Choice®

Don’t Miss A Moment
Senior Mobility and Wheelchair Services

859-655-4600 | www.expressmobiletransport.com

Kremer Tree Service
635-9663

Wayne & Tricia Kremer

Tree Removal
Trimming 

Stump Grinding

Parish Membership – Requires an Active Response
Active members of St. Catherine of Siena Parish have registered and provided the Parish Office with the information needed to complete the census forms. 
Active members regularly participate in the Saturday evening or Sunday Liturgy at St. Catherine of Siena Parish. Active members invest themselves in the 
parish by participating in the annual Stewardship Program pledging and contributing time, talent and treasure as God calls them. Active members hold the 
parish in their daily prayers.

Lisa & Kris Knochelmann, Owners

www.cdielectric.com 
Jim Zilliox – jzilliox@cdielectric.com

Mark Zilliox – mazilliox@cdielectric.com

Residential/Industrial/Commercial
859.291.9189

20 North Grand Ave., Suite 200
Fort Thomas, KY 41075

skinesteemllc@yahoo.com 
(859)287-4777

J. DAVID BENDER
Attorney at Law

859-441-1313 • jdbenderlaw.com
Licensed in Kentucky, Indiana & Ohio

St. Thomas Parishioner • jdbender@jdbenderlaw.com

Dr. TJ Kramer  |  859.441.1696  |  info@kramerdentistry.comDr. TJ Kramer  |  859.441.1696  |  info@kramerdentistry.com

Sarah Gutzeit, REALTOR
859-912-5402

sgutzeit@pivotrealty.com

REALTYGROUP

Just over the bridge at 14 N Grand Ave. Ft Thomas 
(859) 957-4082 • PadrinoFtThomas.com 
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Heal your body
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859.380.1841
Call us for all your HVAC Needs!

and Memorial Gardens

859-356-2151Jillian French

To advertise here, 
call Dee Printing at

1-800-292-9020.
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